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interests." These two statements are not hard to reconcile, and, in 
fact, they reconcile themselves when they appear together, but it is 
somewhat remarkable that the writer should not make them in the 
same connection, and that he should show no interest in bringing them 
into relation. 

Professor Brinton had apparently conceived a violent prejudice 
against the sometimes pedantic practice of referring to sources of 
information in footnotes, and it is interesting to see how far and 
laboriously he goes out of his way to avoid mentioning by name the 
sources of his information or opinion. In these pages he has quoted 
" the latest American writer on the subject," " a famous student of his 
kind," " an eminent analyst," " an American scientist," " a venerable 
authority," " a thoughtful writer," " a specialist," " a French writer," 
etc., without mentioning the names of these persons. This plan cer- 
tainly proves less satisfactory than calling people by their names. In 
fact, for some reason, perhaps because the descriptive epithets did not 
hold out, names are used somewhat generously in the latter part of the 
book. 

The work of Mr. Farrand as an editor is all that could be desired. 
It is only to be regretted that the death of Professor Brinton pre- 
vented his giving final shape to his work. 

W. I. Thomas. 



The Social Evil, with Special Reference to Conditions Existing 
in the City of New York. A Report prepared under the 
Direction of the Committee of Fifteen. New York: G. P. 
Putnam's Sons, 1902. Pp. 188. 

The " Committee of Fifteen " was eminent persons appointed by 
a meeting of citizens in the fall of 1900, who made a study of the 
causes of increase of the social evil in New York, and to consider the 
best available measures of regulation or repression. Mr. Alvin S. 
Johnson, instructor at Bryn Mawr College, prepared a careful historical 
sketch of ancient, mediaeval, and modern social measures for dealing 
with prostitution. This valuable statement fills nine chapters, and it 
is a sensible and luminous exposition. 

The practical conclusions and recommendations of the volume 
may be thus summarized : 

All systems of repression have failed, and instant eradication is 
impossible. All attempts to carry out this policy make the evil worse. 

All systems of regulation and license have failed and must fail. 
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The attempt to subject all prostitutes to inspection and to render them 
harmless to health has never succeeded even under the most tyrannical 
methods of sanitary police armed with almost despotic powers. Men 
are tempted to indulgence by the false show of sanitary regulation, 
and the last barrier to lust which fear of disease raises is broken down; 
and thus even on sanitary grounds the system is condemned. On 
moral grounds the system is without excuse, and public sentiment in 
America would not tolerate the Paris and Berlin methods. 

Yet something can be done and ought to be done. A positive 
program, representing the highest moral standards and the most 
enlightened judgment, is outlined by the committee. Much immo- 
rality arises from the overcrowding of tenement houses, and the public 
can do much to improve the conditions under which very poor families 
are compelled to live. 

Public authorities or private munificence can provide adequately for 
purer and more elevating forms of amusement and thus " supplant the 
attractions of the low dance halls, theaters, and other similar places of 
entertainment that only seem to stimulate sensuality and to debase the 
taste." The community must co-operate with working people to raise 
the rates of wages, especially for young women who are dependent on 
themselves for support. 

Better moral education will give youth instruction in the physical 
and moral aspects of impurity. An enlightened community will pro- 
vide hospitals for the treatment of venereal diseases and offer every 
inducement for those affected to use them and secure medical advice. 
Minors who are notoriously debauched will be coercively confined in 
asylums or reformatories. Public solicitation should be suppressed, 
and the tenements of poor families should be guarded from the con- 
taminating presence of vicious women and their visitors. 

C. R. Henderson. 

La Sociologie, il suo compito, le sue scuole, i suori recente pro- 
gressi. Per Achille Loria. Verona : Fratelli Drucker, 
1900. Pp. 193. 

Professor Loria has published in this volume seven public lec- 
tures given at the University of Padua in the spring of 1900. A Ger- 
man version has already had a wide sale. The topics of the chapters 
are: the scope of sociology; the psychological treatment of sociology; 
sociology on a biological basis ; sociology on an economic foundation ; 
comparative sociology; sociological theories of the family. 



